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WHAT ARE WE? 

“T rial in simple words” is a community of lawyers, experts, human 
rights activists and IT professionals who have joined forces to protect 
the right to a fair trial.

“Trial in simple words” is an activity of “Human Rights Vector” NGO.

OUR GOAL 

T he overall goal is to protect and promote the right to a fair trial by 
ensuring openness of the judicial system and awareness raising work 
in this field.

OUR OBJECTIVES: 
1. To increase credibility of courts.

2. To build public legal awareness.

3. To improve the skills of the media and promote development of judicial 
journalism.

4. To improve the quality of training for law students.

5. To enhance competency of lawyers, representatives of law 
enforcement, court employees and judges.

6. To reduce social tension and prevent conflict in courts.

7. To build the culture of constructive dialogue between representatives 
of the courts, judicial system and community.

8. To promote implementation of judicial reform in Ukraine.
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9. To introduce new tools for monitoring the quality of justice for the 
public, judicial system, and public prosecutor’s office.

10. To implement effective tools to facilitate rendering of just decisions, 
namely the use of video records of hearings for analysis by judges 
and assistant judges.

HOW DO WE WORK? 
We use the following tools to achieve our goal:

 l Development of the trial broadcasting mechanism via technical 
means of the court.

 l Commenting on trial broadcasts.

 l Educational activities: trainings, video tools, meetings, etc.
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TRIAL BROADCASTING 
VIA TECHNICAL MEANS 
OF THE COURT 

F or the first time in Ukraine and other countries, the public has 
achieved that the court independently records and broadcasts court 
hearings.

 | How did it happen?

Analysis of hearings in cases concerning Euromaidan (the Revolution of Dignity) 
showed the inadequate level of publicity. For example, not only the activists, 
media, sympathizers, or observers, but also trial participants could not access the 
hearing —  in one of the cases, there were 220 persons involved as parties.1 In April 
2015, the Chairman of the Council of Judges of Ukraine, human rights defenders, 
and lawyers met to resolve this problem. Valeria Rybak, the coordinator of the 
OZON public monitoring group of the Center for Civil Liberties, suggested having 
live broadcast of hearings to other court premises so that more people could 
watch the entire trial live.2 The first broadcast took place on 3 June 2015. Two 
courtrooms in Svyatoshynsky district court in Kyiv (Kyiv, 142 Zhylyanska Str.) and 
the Court of Appeal in Lviv region (Lviv, 7 Soborna Square) were equipped for the 
broadcast for media members, Ukrainian and international observers, and free 
visitors.3 Human rights defenders, lawyers, the Press Service of the Judiciary of 
Ukraine, the State Judicial Administration of Ukraine, and the Council of Judges 
of Ukraine worked together to improve the concept; and the broadcasts from the 
courtroom were then streamed directly to YouTube.

Video cameras installed in the courtrooms are used for these broadcasts. 
The courtrooms in most courts in Ukraine have long had cameras for 
compliance with the procedural codes and ensuring conduct of remote court 
proceedings. However, it was the first time when video cameras in courtrooms 
were used to broadcast trials on YouTube for unlimited number of people.4

1 As of Aug. 2016 consideration of the case about the murder of 39 people in Kyiv Feb. 20, 2014 during the Bromide continues.

2 http://rsu.court.gov.ua/rsu/171748/

3 http://bit.ly/2c0SyzX; http://bit.ly/1eT9GIo

4 YouTube channel “The Judiciary of Ukraine” (the official channel of the courts in Ukraine): http://bit.ly/2bJyMvd

http://rsu.court.gov.ua/rsu/171748/
http://bit.ly/1eT9GIo
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 | What are the legal grounds for trial broadcasts via 
technical means of the courts?

Before the first trial broadcast, video cameras were used during the so-called 
video conferences in criminal, civil, and administrative proceedings according 
to article 336 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, article 122–1 of 
the Code of Administrative Procedure of Ukraine; article 158–1 of the Civil 
Procedure Code of Ukraine respectively. According to these articles, court 
proceedings can take place as a videoconference through a broadcast from 
other premises, including those outside of the court building (remote court 
proceedings). For instance, it can happen when the defendant is in custody 
(remand prison, temporary detention facility) or in a hospital.

Trial broadcasting is covered by the legislation of Ukraine, for example, 
article 11 of the Law of Ukraine № 2453-VI “On the Judiciary and the Status 
of Judges” (07.07.2010) and the procedure codes listed above.

On 14 March 2016, the State Judicial Administration of Ukraine sent a 
letter to chairpersons of appellate, specialized appellate, local specialized 
courts, and heads of territorial offices of the State Judicial Administration 
of Ukraine, explaining the mechanism of trial broadcasting to the official 
YouTube channel of the Judiciary of Ukraine in cases of significant public 
interest via technical means of courts.
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“To implement live trial broadcasting in cases that attract 
significant public interest, the state enterprise “Information judicial 
systems” (hereinafter —  the Enterprise) implemented the mechanism 
for posting announcements on the court’s page on the website “The 
Judiciary of Ukraine” and placing on-line broadcasts in the form of 
banners with the link to the Judiciary of Ukraine YouTube channel.

Live trial broadcasting can take place in accordance with the 
following rules.

1.  No later than three working days before the hearing, a court shall 
send an official letter to the Company’s email address inbox@ics.
gov.ua requesting a broadcast for a hearing. The letter shall contain 
the following information:

 l unified unique case number;

 l case information (names of parties, nature of action, charges, etc.) —  
maximum 50 symbols;

 l date and time of broadcast;

 l phone number and name of the person responsible for technical 
support of the broadcast in court.

2. The title of a video broadcast is generated in the following format:

 l hearing, “hearing date”, case;

 l Number “unified_unique_case_number”: “case information”.

3. The court shall ensure technical conduct of the broadcast by:

 l holding the hearing at the courtroom equipped with a 
videoconferencing system;

 l notifying parties and trial participants about the need to speak 
into the microphone.

mailto:inbox@ics.gov.ua
mailto:inbox@ics.gov.ua
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After receiving the letter of the court, company staff will carry 
out activities to test the broadcast and create a proper banner on 
the court’s page on the website “The Judiciary of Ukraine”.

All broadcasts are available on the official YouTube channel 
“The Judiciary of Ukraine”, http://bit.ly/2bCu4xH.

Information indicated in this letter is sent for consideration 
and further use in the course of work.

Heads of territorial offices of the State Judicial Administration of 
Ukraine shall bring this letter to the attention of local general courts.

Acting Chairman of the State Judicial Administration of Ukraine
O. Bulka” (Annex 1)

It is worth noting that before the broadcast of the meetings via the 
technical means of courts, a complete record of the meeting was carried out 
only through audio means. Only the parties could receive these recordings; 
often, the quality was poor or access to files was impossible if the disks had 
been damaged. Now, one can easily download video record of a hearing since 
it is uploaded to YouTube.

In August 2016, the State Judicial Administration of Ukraine starts a new 
innovative project to provide the courts with an integrated software for trial 
recording. The integrated software and hardware complex for trial recording 
will be used for audio- and video recording, as well as videoconferencing.

Almost every local and appeals court would be provided with one such 
complex.

Standardization of the procedure for trial recording will reduce the 
burden on the secretary of the hearing. There will be no need to service 
the recording systems and videoconferencing (if used), as well as write the 
minutes of court proceedings at the same time.

In addition, this innovative project will help court secretaries improve the 
quality of trial minutes. There will be possibility to provide detailed reference 
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showing the exact time of actions by the persons concerned. Also, it will 
be necessary to service only one set for trial recording while now different 
software is used for audio recording and videoconferencing.

Unified hardware and software system for trial recording will ensure that 
trial minutes reflect the audio record in full. The record of the hearing is stored 
in a mode that prevents interference; it is printed and signed personally by 
the secretary of the court hearing and attached to the case files.

The hardware and software complex can be installed onto previously 
purchased systems for recording and video conference housed in court 
premises. It is free of charge with an unlimited number of licenses, which 
leads to significant savings of budget funds.5

 | Do courts have funding to organize 
broadcasting on their own?

Yes. Additional resources are not necessary because cameras for trial recording 
are available in all courts and broadcasting the stream to YouTube is free.

In 2015, activists of the initiative “Trial in simple words” sent a public 
information request to the State Judicial Administration of Ukraine asking 
whether there were such cameras in all courts in Ukraine (Annex 2). The 

5 www.dn.arbitr.gov.ua/dsa/283044
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State Judicial Administration of Ukraine replied, “… today, all local and 
appeal courts of general jurisdiction, including courts in Kyiv, are provided 
with the technical possibility of conducting court hearings in the form of 
videoconference […] Trial broadcasting is performed with the permission of 
the court. Photographing, recording and broadcasting of court proceedings 
in the courtroom shall be carried out without interference with the process 
or procedural rights of the trial participants” (Annex 3).

 | Who can initiate a broadcast via technical 
means of the courts?

The first broadcast took place at the initiative of human rights defenders, 
lawyers, the Press Service of the Judiciary of Ukraine, the State Judicial 
Administration of Ukraine, and the Council of Judges of Ukraine with the 
permission of the court taking into account the opinion of the parties to the 
process.

In 2015–2016, broadcasts 
were arranged at the initiative 
of the Press Service of the 
Judiciary of Ukraine or a 
separate court. By August 2016, 
there were broadcasts in 
14 cases in the courts of 
Kyiv city, Dnipro, Kyiv, 
and Vinnytsya regions 
with over 110 hearings 
streamed.

On 1 August 2016, the project “Trial in simple 
words” sent the first letter to the Chairman of Pechersky 
district court (Kyiv), the State Judicial Administration of Ukraine, 
the Council of Judges of Ukraine, and the Press Service of the Judiciary of 
Ukraine with a request to continue to broadcast Alexander Yefremov’s case. 
https://www.facebook.com/trialinsimplewords/posts/583084981871877

“Trial in simple words” will continue to contribute to promote broadcasting 
in cases of significant public interest.

The next step is initiating the trial broadcast via technical means of the 
courts at the initiative of the parties and general public.

https://www.facebook.com/trialinsimplewords/posts/583084981871877
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 | Where to watch the broadcast from the court camera?

Videos made with the technical means of courts are published on websites of 
courts and YouTube channel of the Judiciary of Ukraine (the electronic banner 
leading to the YouTube stream is hosted on websites).

All video broadcasts are stored on the Judiciary of Ukraine YouTube 
channel. However, other public authorities may publish such videos. For 
example, in the case of “Tornado” group tried in the Obolon district court in 
Kyiv, the video was published on YouTube channel of the Prosecutor General 
of Ukraine: http://bit.ly/2bCxbWf
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COMMENTING  
ON TRIALS 

 | Basic types of commentaries:

1. Simultaneous —  the expert comments on a hearing live explaining 
what is happening in simple words. For example, the expert can 
tell indicate the stage of the proceedings, the essence and possible 
consequences of procedural actions of judges and litigants.

2. Overview —  a succinct wrap-up video commentary on the trial results 
prepared by an expert after detailed analysis.

3. Specialized overview —  video commentary on the results of hearing/
hearings on specific issues.

 | Who provides commentary?

Trial commentators —  lawyers, jurists, and experts in the field of justice who 
went through training and selection process.

When a trial commentator 
participates in the “Trial in simple 
words” project, his/her photo and 
brief bio is published on the website 
of “Human Rights Vector” NGO;  
s/he also receives an accreditation 
document.

The selection of tr ial 
commentators is carried out by the 
Project Council of “Trial in simple 
words”, consisting of the founders 
and members of the project, well-known lawyers, experts in the field of 
justice, and human rights defenders. The Project Council also resolves 
controversial issues concerning the initiation of a broadcast in a given case 
or the commenting process.
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 | How does commenting work?

TECHNICAL DIMENSION:

A simultaneous commentary is in a 
picture-in-picture format. Viewers 
can see both the trial broadcast and 
the commentator. The commentator 
connects to YouTube channel “Trial in 
simple words” (https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCq jeimokzHuf4-
v6TmfXZ5w) and configures the 
free broadcast software on his/her 
computer. The commentator needs 
to have a PC with high-speed Internet 
access, a webcam, and a headset 
with microphone.

In cases of an overview/thematic overview, it is not necessary to activate 
the stream program. A commentator can record a short video on a camcorder 
or mobile phone at the workplace, a radio- or TV studio etc.

 | Principles of commenting:

 l Independence and objectivity. A trial commentator draws attention 
to violations and positive aspects in the work and behavior of all 
participants and judges. The commentator should avoid conflict 
of interest (conflict between personal interests and professional 
responsibilities that can affect the commenting). The commentator 
may not be party to the trial. The commentator shall not follow 
instructions from other persons in the commenting process. The 
commentator may refuse to comment on the trial in the region where 
s/he works or lives.

 l Neutrality. Commenting should not support the defense or the prosecution.

 l Non-partisanism. When commenting on the trial, a commentator 
should not use branding items indicating affiliation with any political 
force. S/he also shall refrain from any political assessment of parties 
to the trial taking into account only to the letter and spirit of the Law.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqjeimokzHuf4-v6TmfXZ5w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqjeimokzHuf4-v6TmfXZ5w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqjeimokzHuf4-v6TmfXZ5w
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 l Non-discrimination. Commentators shall refrain from any 
discriminatory statements or demonstration of personal preferences 
towards individuals or groups of people.

 | Rules of commenting:

1. Professionalism. A trial commentator is a person that has adequate 
professional legal education, qualification, and reputation. A 
commentator receives training in the framework of the initiative 

“Trial in simple words”. First, a candidate comments on a trial recording. 
Then, s/he can be invited to do public commenting. If a commentator 
is an attorney, s/he bears responsibility in accordance with attorney’s 
oath. Commentators are responsible for their own comments. The 
views expressed by commentators do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the initiative.

2. Non-interference with the process. A commentator explains the 
procedural aspects of the trial and does not evaluate how correctness 
or timeliness of actions of the parties/court. However, a commentator 
may draw conclusions as to conformity of such actions with the law 
and their procedural significance.

3. Commenting can be initiated by the commentator (s/he can ask other 
commentators if there is conflict of interest) and the Council of “Trial 
in simple words” project upon citizens’ inquiry.
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4. Pro bono commenting. The trial commentator receives no 
remuneration for commenting. However, commentators may take 
part in free training or educational events in Ukraine and abroad, 
organized by the initiative “Trial in simple words” and partner projects.

5. Before commenting, the commentator notifies the coordinator of 
the “Trial in simple words” project to solve organizational and 
technical issues.

6. The commentator cannot access the direct tab on “Trial in simple 
words” Youtube channel. The Council of the “Trial in simple words” 
project monitors content prepared by trial commentators.

7. The commentator shall not use offensive language while commenting.

8. The commentator shall not broadcast advertising messages. Information 
on the place of work can be present in the disclaimer, introduction of 
the trial commentator, and information about the trial commentator 
on the website of “Human Rights Vector” NGO. The information 
materials of “Trial in simple words” can include information about 
donors providing support.
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 | Rules of communication with the court:

1. Trial commentators are not part of the court. They do not perform 
duties of the Press Service of the Judiciary of Ukraine.

2. A trial commentator/initiative has the right to inform the court about 
live commenting in the spirit of cooperation.

3. Commentators shall refrain from judging personalities of the judges 
and court employees. However, commentators can provide analysis 
of judicial decisions.

4. Experts shall only comment on matters relevant to the trial —  i. e. what 
is in the video and/or what has significance for the trial.

On the 29th of November 2016 the Council of Judges of Ukraine and the 
NGO “Human Rights Vector” signed the Memorandum on cooperation. It was 
signed by Deputy Chairman of the Council of Judges of Ukraine, Bohdan 
Monich, and Director of the NGO “Human Rights Vector”, Valeriia Rybak.

This is an important step in the cooperation between the judiciary and 
the public, and especially in the development of trials̀  broadcasting using 
court̀ s technical means and commenting on the trials. The full text of the 
memorandum is in Annex 4.

 | Where can you watch it?

 l See YouTube channel of “Trial in simple words” (http://bit.ly/2bCCZ1O). 
A trial can take place in any part of Ukraine provided that the court 
organizes the broadcast.

 l On Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/trialinsimplewords) and 
other social media. In addition to the full trial commentary, one can 
watch brief videos with comments on key aspects.

 l Information may be used by activists, media etc.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqjeimokzHuf4-v6TmfXZ5w
https://www.facebook.com/trialinsimplewords
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OUR CONTACTS: 

trialinsimplewords@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/trialinsimplewords/

Valeria Rybak,  
“Trial in simple words” coordinator

+ 38 050 41 12 047

mailto:trialinsimplewords@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/trialinsimplewords/
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ANNEXES  
 | Annex 1 (Original)
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 | Annex 1 (Translation)

TO THE CHAIRMEN OF THE APPELLATE COURTS,  
SPECIALIZED APPELLATE COURTS,  

LOCAL SPECIALIZED COURTS

To the heads of territorial 
departments of the State Judicial 
Administration of Ukraine

On the possibility of live streaming 
trials on cases that are  
of significant public interest

To implement live streaming trials on cases that are of significant public interest the 
state enterprise "Information Judicial Systems" (hereinafter - the Enterprise) realized 
the mechanism of publication of the announcement and placing online broadcasts in 
the form of banners with the link to the official Judiciary of Ukraine YouTube channel 
on the web page of the court of the Judiciary of Ukraine web portal.

Live streaming trials can be performed by the following rules.

1. To send no later than three working days before the trial to the email address of 
the Enterprise inbox@ics.gov.ua an official letter of the court with the application for 
connection of video feed of the trial showing:

1) A unified unique case number;

2) Information about the case (name of parties, nature of action, charges, etc.) — not 
more than 50 characters;

3) The date and time of the appointment of streaming;

4) The phone number and name of the person responsible for technical support of 
the broadcast in court.

2. The event name is generated in the format:
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1) Meeting "Meeting date";

2) No "unified unique case number": "case information".

3. Technical conduct of streaming trials should be observed by the court through:

1) Holding the court hearing only in a hall equipped with a videoconferencing system;

2) Notifying by court of parties and trial participants about the need to speak into the microphone.

After receiving the letter of the court specialists of the Enterprise carry out activities to test online 
broadcasting and create a proper banner on the web page of the court of the Judiciary of Ukraine web portal.

All broadcasts online can be viewed live on the official Judiciary of Ukraine YouTube channel on the 
link: https://www.voutube.com/channd/UCFDRcAniACu51iF-YUMGctnA.

The information indicated in the letter is sent for consideration and further use in the work.

Heads of territorial departments of the State Judicial Administration of Ukraine shall bring this letter 
to the attention of local General courts.

Deputy Chairman of the State Judicial 
Administration of Ukraine O. Bulka
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 | Annex 2 (Original)
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       Head of State Judicial Administration of Ukraine 
Zenoviy HOLODNIUK 

Coordinator of “Trial in Simple Words” civic initiative 
Valeriia RYBAK 
Postal address: 7 Hertsena Str., of. 48, Kyiv 04050 
Email: trialinsimplewords@gmail.com  
Phone +38 050 41 12 047  

Ref. No. 16-09-1 of 16.09.2015                                                                         Kyiv 

Request for Public Information 
According to the current Ukrainian Legislation court proceedings in criminal (Art. 336 of the Criminal 

Procedure Code of Ukraine), administrative (Art. 122-1 of the Administrative Legal Procedure Code of Ukraine), 
civil (Art. 158-1 of the Civil Procedure Code of Ukraine) cases can be implemented via videoconferencing. 

In addition, through technical means of court that are used for court proceedings via videoconferencing 
carrying out broadcast of court hearing for a wide range of the population is possible. A positive example of it is the 
Svyatoshinsky district court of Kyiv http://court.gov.ua/sud_zasid/, where broadcast of court hearing in a case of 
execution of 39 people on February 20, 2014 during the events of the Maidan in Kyiv is carried out. 

According to the above stated the request to provide the following information: 

1. Are all courts in Ukraine and in particular in the city of Kyiv provided with technical means for 
videoconferencing court proceedings or broadcast of court hearing for a wide range of the population? If 
not, which courts are not provided with such means? 

2. How can broadcast of court hearing for a wide range of the population through technical means of court be 
organized? 

3. Who can make the decision on ensuring broadcast of court hearing for a wide range of the population 
through technical means of court? 

According to Article 20 of the Law of Ukraine “About Access to public information” we ask to 
provide the answer to the request for information not later than five working days since the date of receiving 
the request. 

We ask to provide the answer in writing by mail and e-mail at the following addresses. Respectively 
this letter is sent by e-mail and by post. 

Reference: 
The “Trial in Simple Words” civic initiative is created for protection of the right to a fair trial and 

raising law awareness of a wide range of the population. The initiative unites public activists and 
professional lawyers. 

 Sincerely yours, 
Coordinator of “Trial in Simple Words” civic initiative                           V. Rybak 

 | Annex 2 (Translation)
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 | Annex 3 (Original)
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Annex 2. 

The State Judicial Administration of Ukraine 
18/5, Lyspka str., Kyiv 01601  
Phone: 277-76-86 
Fax: 277-76-11 
E-mail: inbox@court.gov.ua 
Web: www.dsa.court.gov.ua  

Ref. Inf. P445-15-436115 

To Coordinator of “Trial in Simple Words” civic initiative 
Valeriia RYBAK 
Postal address: 7 Hertsena Str., of. 48, Kyiv 04050 

In respect to the request of 
17.09.2015 

Dear Valeria, 

In respect to the request relating to providing broadcast of court hearing for a wide range of the population 
through technical means of court that are used for court proceedings via videoconferencing we are glad to inform 

To carry out court hearings by local and appellate courts of general jurisdiction via videoconferencing in 
accordance with the current legislation in particular upon Art. 336 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine and 
Art. 158-1 of the Civil Procedure Code of Ukraine the State Judicial Administration of Ukraine carried out 
organizational actions aimed at introduction of permanent videoconferencing systems in courtrooms. 

For today all local and appellate courts of general jurisdiction, in particular courts of the city of Kyiv are 
provided with technical means for carrying out court hearings via videoconferencing. Broadcast of court hearing is 
carried out with the permission of court.  

In addition, according to Part 3 of Art. 11 of the Law of Ukraine “About courts and judges” trials are carried 
out openly except cases provided by the law. Anyone can be present at a court hearing. In case of committing by a 
person of contempt for court or trial parties such person can be expelled from a courtroom on the basis of the court 
decision. 

Participants of trial, other persons present in a courtroom, members of the media can make photographing, 
video and audio recording with the use of portable video and audio devices without requiring a special permission 
but taking into account restrictions provided by the law. Broadcast of court hearing is carried out with the 
permission of court. 

Photographing, video recording and broadcasting trials in courtroom have to be carried out without creation of 
obstacles in conducting hearings and exercising by participants of trial their procedural rights. 

Sincerely yours, 
Acting Head of State Judicial Administration of Ukraine                                            O. Bulka 

The State Judicial Administration of Ukraine
18/5, Lyspka str., Kyiv 01601 
Phone: 277-76-86
Fax: 277-76-11
E-mail: inbox@court.gov.ua
Web: www.dsa.court.gov.ua 

Ref. Inf. P445-15-436115

To Coordinator of “Trial in Simple Words” civic initiative
Valeriia RYBAK
Postal address: 7 Hertsena Str., of. 48, Kyiv 04050

In respect to the request of
17.09.2015

Dear Valeria,
In respect to the request relating to providing broadcast of court hearing for a wide 

range of the population through technical means of court that are used for court proceedings 
via videoconferencing we are glad to inform

To carry out court hearings by local and appellate courts of general jurisdiction via 
videoconferencing in accordance with the current legislation in particular upon Art. 336 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine and Art. 158-1 of the Civil Procedure Code of Ukraine 
the State Judicial Administration of Ukraine carried out organizational actions aimed at 
introduction of permanent videoconferencing systems in courtrooms.

For today all local and appellate courts of general jurisdiction, in particular courts 
of the city of Kyiv are provided with technical means for carrying out court hearings via 
videoconferencing. Broadcast of court hearing is carried out with the permission of court. 

In addition, according to Part 3 of Art. 11 of the Law of Ukraine “About courts and judges” trials 
are carried out openly except cases provided by the law. Anyone can be present at a court hearing. 
In case of committing by a person of contempt for court or trial parties such person can be expelled 
from a courtroom on the basis of the court decision.

Participants of trial, other persons present in a courtroom, members of the media 
can make photographing, video and audio recording with the use of portable video and 
audio devices without requiring a special permission but taking into account restrictions 
provided by the law. Broadcast of court hearing is carried out with the permission of court.

Photographing, video recording and broadcasting trials in courtroom have to be carried 
out without creation of obstacles in conducting hearings and exercising by participants of 
trial their procedural rights.

Sincerely yours, 
Acting Head of State Judicial  
Administration of Ukraine 

O. Bulka

 | Annex 3 (Translation)
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 | Annex 4 (Translation)

 

MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATION 

between 

Council of Judges of Ukraine 

and 

Non-governmental organization "Human Rights Vector" 

This memorandum is guided by the Constitution of Ukraine and Laws of Ukraine "On public 
associations" and "On the Judicial System and Status of Judges", international treaties and the basic 
principles of effective cooperation between the authorities and the public. The creation of this 
Memorandum is motivated by the awareness for the need for joint action to create partnerships 
between the community and public authorities. Taking into account previous successful experience 
of cooperation and aiming to extend it, the Council of Judges of Ukraine (hereafter - CJU) on the 
one hand, and the non-governmental organization "Human Rights Vector" (hereafter - NGO 
"Human Rights Vector") - on the other (hereafter – the Parties), have created this Memorandum of 
partnership and cooperation to achieve the following objectives on the basis of combining the 
capabilities of the Parties. 

I. General provisions 

The aim of signing the Memorandum is the implementation of effective forms of cooperation: 

1. To ensure the right to a fair trial and the avoidance of violations in the legal process; 

2. To implement educational work among the general public, as well as future and current 
professionals in the justice sector as a mean to improve legal knowledge and legal culture; 

3. To enhance confidence in courts and the judiciary; 

4. To promote legal reform in Ukraine; 

5. To increase the level of openness and transparency of the judicial process; 

6. To create an additional monitoring tool over the quality of justice for the public, as well as 
for the judiciary and prosecutors; 

7. To create trust and help avoid conflicts during trials; 

8. To broaden the usage of internet technologies as a tool to inform the general public about 
the activity of courts and to improve legal knowledge and culture. 
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To ensure realization of this Memorandum the Parties agree on  
cooperation in following issues: 

1. To develop and implement mechanisms for the broadcasting of trials on the “Judiciary of 
Ukraine” YouTube-channel using the courts` technical means; 

2. To exchange information regarding issues of cooperation in the framework of the 
Memorandum, except for information disclosure, use, or transfer of which is limited by  
legislation; 

3. To organize and conduct educational and consulting work, as well as joint actions on issues 
of mutual interest within the framework of the Memorandum. 

II. Obligations of the Parties 

1. Implementing the right to openness and transparency of the trial, the Parties will contribute 
to the organization and conduct of trials broadcast on the official YouTube-channel of 
“Judiciary of Ukraine” using the technical means of the courts. Special attention will be paid 
to trials` resonance, social significance, and the opinion of the parties involved in the 
process. 

2. Broadcast of the hearings should be made in the absence of restrictions provided by 
legislation. 

3. Commenting on broadcasts of trials in live time or recorded comments in the framework of 
the project "Trial in simple words" shall be subjected to the following principles and rules: 
• Independence and objectivity The commentator provides comprehensive coverage of the 
trial, paying equal attention to compliance / violation of rules of conduct in court and 
compliance / non-compliance to procedural legislation. The commentator should avoid 
conflicts of interest (conflict between personal interests and professional duties, which could 
affect the commentary). A lawyer who participated in the process, or is part of the bar 
association, whose members took part in the trial, cannot comment on the trial. The 
commentator cannot be guided by the instructions of other persons in her or his commentary. 
The commentator can refuse to comment on the trial in a region where she or he is working 
and / or living. 
•Neutrality The commentator should not support the defense or prosecution. 
•Nonpartisanship Commenting on the trial commentator should give up political symbols 
that indicate sympathy towards any political force. The commentator should abandon 
political assessments of parties, paying attention only to the letter and spirit of the Law. 
•Non-discrimination It is not allowed to use any discriminatory statements in the process of 
commenting or to show any kind of personal preferences towards particular individuals or 
groups of people. 
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•Professionalism The judicial commentator is a person who has a professional legal 
education, and a good professional reputation. The commentator should be trained in the 
framework of the project “Trial in simple words”. If the legal commentator is a lawyer, he or 
she is liable in accordance with lawyers` oath. The commentator is responsible for his or her 
words; the initiative may not share the opinion of a professional commentator. 

4. Videos of trials` broadcasts and recordings with comments of participants of the project 
"Trial in simple words" should remain in the public domain on the Internet. 

5. The Parties agree on a joint program of public awareness-raising, training and advisory 
work, and joint action on issues of mutual interest within the framework of the 
Memorandum. 

  

ІІІ. Final provisions 

The Parties agree to maintain contacts and to take all necessary actions to ensure the efficiency and 
development of collaboration and to promote other forms of cooperation to achieve the goals 
specified in the Memorandum. 

This Memorandum is a prerequisite and basis for the creation of joint action plans, in cases the 
Parties deem it necessary. 

The Memorandum remains valid until the Parties are no longer interested in collaboration. 
Amendments to this Memorandum shall be made by mutual written consent. 

The Parties agree that the terms of this Memorandum are not confidential and may be available to 
other interested parties if necessary. 

The Memorandum is signed in two copies, each having equal legal force: one for the Council of 
Judges of Ukraine and one for the NGO "Human Rights Vector." 

November 29, 2016                                                                                                                Kyiv 

Deputy Chairman of the Council of Judges of Ukraine                                              Bogdan Monich 

Director of the NGO "Human Rights Vector»                                                           Valeria  Rybak 
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